
Winter Craft Kit

Instructions

Included are instructions for making:

Clay Leaf Prints
Felt Bird Ornament 

Scandinavian Gnome
Holiday Snowperson

Loom Weaving
Papel Picado

Basic Window Star
Checkerboard Window Star

Pinwheel Window Star
Square Window Star

Adult Supervision Recommended For All Projects



Arrange leaves on clay in desired pattern. 
Gently roll over the leaves with your rolling 
tool. Carefully peel off the leaves. 

Optional: If you would like to hang your leaf 
print, poke a hole at the top of your disk with a 
drinking straw. 

Repeat the process with additional leaves and 
clay balls. 

Set aside and let dry thoroughly for one to two 
days.

Collect fresh leaves in a variety of shapes with 
well raised veins. You can also try ferns, bark, 
pinecones, acorns, flowers, or shells. 

Start with a flat surface using wax paper, 
parchment paper, or a plastic placemat/tray. 

Pinch off a small piece of clay (a tablespoon or two) and work the 
clay until it’s soft and pliable. Then roll the clay into a ball. 

Put the ball of clay onto your work surface and press down with the 
palm of your hand to flatten it a bit. Then, using your rolling tool, roll 
it to the desired size. 

Clay Leaf 
Imprints

If desired, paint the clay leaf print with 
watercolors, acrylic paint, or tempera 
paint. The thinner the paint, the more 
visible the leaf veins and details will be. 

Once the paint and clay has dried 
completely, seal it with mod podge or 
similar clear drying finish. 

Supplies:

Clay
Rolling tool
Leaves
Straw
Paint
Modge podge



Felt Bird 
Ornament

1. Start with 2 bird body pieces and 2 bird wings. Place them facing in 
opposite directions. * Be careful to decorate them in opposite directions 
so that the decorated sides are facing outwards when you sew the body.

2. Decorate bird wing (optional): decorate wing using stitches to make 
a star or other design. You can also sew on sequins or a button. Try a 
running stitch, daisy stitch, back stitch, or anything else you want to try. 
To learn more about embroidery stitches go to: 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/stitches-every-embroider-
er-should-know-4122123
For embroidery stitches use 3 strands of embroidery floss (embroidery 
thread is made up of 6 strands of thread and you can separate it easily). 
For buttons or sequins you’ll only need one or two strands. You may 
need a smaller needle to sew on the sequins.

3. Attach wing to body: you can do this either by using glue or by sewing 
the wing on. You can sew it on with a back stitch, running stitch, or 
blanket stitch. Use 3 strands of embroidery floss. Do the same to the 
other wing, but be sure to attach it on the correct side of the body by 
matching them up first. If you prefer you can sew both wings to the 
front side of the bird and embroider the back side with the year.

4.  Make bird eyes: the eye can be made using a few stitches or a french 
knot, or by sewing on a button or sequin where you think the eye should 
go. Use a singe strand of embroidery thread when sewing on a button 
or sequin. Use 3 strands for stitches/french knot. Do this on both body 
pieces. You can even use a sharpie.

Supplies:

2 Felt Bird Bodies
2 Felt Bird Wings
Stuffing
Embroidery Thread & Needle
Buttons
Sequins
Scissors

Decorate Body of Bird

Top bird facing left: Sequin eye, buttons on 
the tail, blanket stitch around wing, 
overlapping straight stitch to make stars on 
wing.

Bottom bird facing right: sequins sewn on 
tail, daisy chain stitch on wing, running 
stitch around wing, french knot eye.



1. Sew the two body pieces together using running stitch, back stitch, 
blanket stitch or just glue together by placing a thin line of glue on the 
edges. Be sure to leave inches two open on the botttom of the bird. If us-
ing glue, let it dry before moving on to the next step. It’s easiest to begin 
and end on the belly of the bird.

2. Fill the bird: Insert stuffing into the bird body and stuff the tail first, 
with a tiny bit of polyfil, then fill the rest of the body, Use a pencil to help 
poke the stuffing well into the beak and tail. Sew or glue the hole closed.

3. Cut a piece of embroidery thread 6-8” long. Thread needle and bring 
through the top of the bird near the neck. Knot the ends of the thread 
and now you can hang the bird.

Sew Bird Body



The basic structure of the gnome consists of a simple sock stuffed with rice. 
Take a simple sock and fill it half way with rice or beans (rice works better as its smaller). Close the sock with a rubber band. 
Cut out a circle with a diameter of approximately 5 cm (2 inches) from the skin-colored fabric.
Isolate a bit of the sock with rice to create a nose. Wrap around the skin-colored fabric and tie it with a rubber band.

Scandinavian 
Gnome

The basis for the hat is created by using pillow stuffing.
Fill the remaining part of the sock with pillow stuffing (you can also use the leftovers from your fluffy sock used on the 
bottom of the gnome).
Close the sock by sewing it in a cone shape. Using sewing pins can be helpful. You can hand sew it closed or use a hot glue 
gun. 

The body of the gnome is covered by a fluffy sock. Cut the sock just above the heel. Put the sock over the body.
Use hot glue or sew to attach the cone to the rest of the body to create a better gnome shape, including the fluffy sock.

Supplies:



Now it is time to add a beard.
Measure how wide and long you want the beard to be.
Mark the beard on the back of the fake fur.
Using scissors cut the fur, use the blade to only cut the knit side of the fabric and not the furry part.  This prevents a blunt 
edge of fur. 
Sew or Glue the beard to the body. You only need to sew/glue the top edge.

Time for the finishing touch!
Place a fluffy sock over the top cone. 
Fold the edge of the sock and sew/glue to the bottom sock. If you want you can use your extra beard fur to create 
a small poof and sew or glue it to the end of your gnome’s hat!

Voila, your gnome is finished! Once you get the hang of it, you will see that it is really easy and doesn’t take a 
lot of time to make one. You can make an entire family of gnomes to give away during the holidays. Be creative! 
Make braids instead of a beard for a female gnome, model a mustache in the beard, add buttons or other decora-
tions... the possibilities are limitless!



Here are the supplies from your kit you will want to assemble 
to begin your project. Also include a piece of string, twine, or 
yarn from your kit, scissors, a glue gun, and rice to fill your snow 
person.

Holiday 
Snowperson

1. Place sock in a pan or container that can 
collect split rice, use a ¼ cup measure to fill 
the foot of your sock to the desired amount. 

2. Tie with twine to hold the rice in. Double knot and wrap the 
twine around again a few times to secure rice well in the sock. 
Cut at least an inch above your tie. Cut string ends. 

3. Choose an outfit sock and cut like this: 

Supplies:

See below



4. Use the portion with the toe as your Snowperson 
hat and the ankle portion for your body. Take the 
ankle portion and dress the bottom on your snowp-
erson. 

5. Place one of the bells on a piece of twine long enough to tie 
around your Snowperson’s neck and tie a bow. Tie around the 
neck and form a bow around the bell. 

6. Use your toe portion to make a hat. 
You can make a short hat, long hat, 
long hat and tie a pom pom on top. 
Put a dots of glue under the hat to 
hold it on the Snowperson's head. One 
on the center back works well to hold 
it down. 

7. Cut a carrot nose out of your orange 
piece of felt. Use the black buttons for 
eyes, or cut eyes out of your black felt. 
Carefully glue the buttons and carrot 
nose on your Snowperson’s face. Use 
some buttons to decorate the hat and the 
outfit … and you are done! 

Your Snowperson is complete! 

GLUE GUN



These instructions are based on the cardboard mini-loom instructions from The Met. Your loom is provided in your kit, so 
you can follow along from the part where you thread the loom. 
Please complete with parent supervision. 
You can view the fun video tutorial at https://www.metmuseum.org/metmedia/video/metkids/metkids-create/weave-on-a-
mini-loom

Loom 
Weaving

Supplies:

Chipboard loom 
Yarn assortment
Tape
Plastic Needle
Scissors

Prepare your loom by opening up the slits at the top and 
bottom of loom. 

Thread Your Loom 

1. Tape the yarn on the back of the loom, under the first slit
2. Turn your loom to the front and thread the yarn through the first slit at the top, then the first slit at the bottom.
3. Turn your loom to the back and thread the yarn through the next slit at the top.
4. Turn your loom to the front and thread the yarn through the second slit at the bottom.
5. Continue to thread the yarn like this through the rest of the slits. Continue to desired length. Have an even number of 
threads on the front of the board. 
6. When you've finished, cut the yarn and tape the loose end on the back.
7. This lengthwise, up-and-down thread is called the warp.



4. Pull the weft yarn all the way through, but leave a tail (about 3 inches, or 7.5 cm) on the left side.
5. Loop the needle under the last warp on the right, so it catches. Then weave it over and under all the way to the left side. 
Pull the weft yarn all the way through, but not so tight that you pull the warp threads together.
6. Push the second row of weft tightly against the first.
7. Continue to weave the weft back and forth, under and over the warp, and push each row of weft tightly against the rest. 
Don’t pull too much in order to keep an even weave throughout your weaving. 
8. When you’d like to change colors, cut the weft yarn, leaving a tail (about 3 inches, or 7.5 cm).
9. Begin the new weft color where you left off and continue to weave.
10. Add as many colors as you like.
11. Once you fill the loom, cut the last row of weft yarn, leaving a tail (about 3 inches, or 7.5 cm).
12. Thread the loose tails into the looped ends of the weft and cut any extra yarn that sticks out.

Weave

1. Thread the yarn through the needle. Start with a piece of yarn no longer 
than a yard.  It might be helpful to tie it to the needle
2. This horizontal, left-to-right, right-to-left yarn is called the weft.
3. On the front of the loom, start weaving the weft under the first warp on 
the left and over the second warp, then under and over until you reach the 
right end.

Remove Your Weaving

1. On the back of the 
loom, remove the tape 
from the ends and cut 
the warp in the middle.

2. Turn the loom 
to the front and 
pull two adjacent 
warp yarns from 
the slits and knot 
them together.



3. Repeat with each pair of warp yarns to remove the weaving from the cardboard loom. Cut any loose ends on the side after 
they have been threaded through the weft on the sides 

4. Tie off the top in the same manner
as the bottom. 

5. To create a hall hanging, get a stick from outside, turn 
over, and double not again toward the weaved piece. 

6. You have a wall hanging to keep or give as a gift! 



Supplies:
5-10 sheets of tissue ore crepe 
paper of various colors
Scissors
Thread or twine
Scotch tape

Step 1: Gather your supplies

Papel Picado

Step 2: Lay one sheet out. Step 3: Fold sheet in half 
lengthwise. Then fold it in half again.

Step 4: Cut out pattern on bottom 
edge. Don’t cut top edge as that 
is where you will attach to the 
string.

Step 5: Cut shapes out on the 
folded side. Unfold one time.

Step 6: Cut shapes out on the 
folded side. You can also cut 
shapes on the open edges as 
well.

Step 7: Tape string to the uncut 
top edge of each panel in a line to 
make a banner. Hang up on wall 
or from ceiling or doorway.



Basic 
Window Star

Step 1: Begin with a squares of kite paper. Step 2: Fold one sheet over diagonal to make a triangle. Step 3: Fold one corner to 
the center line.

 Step 4:  fold the opposite corner to the center line. Step 5: Repeat the whole process with seven more pieces of paper. Now 
you should have 8 diamonds. Step 6: Using a glue stick or school glue, stick each piece together, making sure you glue with 
the folded side facing up. Glue only the parts of the paper that are touching one another. The skinny part of the kite should 
be at the top, and the wider part at the bottom where you are gluing.

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7.

Step 7: When the star is glued together, turn it round so the folds are at the back. 
It’s now ready to be attached to a window, using a dab of glue  in the center and at 
each tip or piece of tape.

Supplies:

8 sheets of kite paper
glue stick or school glue



Checkerboard 
Window Star

Start with one sheet of kite paper and fold it corner to corner, making a triangle shape. Unfold it and your kite paper will 
now be back to the original square shape with a sharp diagonal crease. Next you will recreate the very same fold, only this 
time fold the opposite side corner to corner. Unfold this crease and your kite paper will be back to a square shape with an 
“X” folded into it.

Lift the lower right corner to the center and fold. Repeat this step on the opposite side.  Both corners will meet in the center. 
Starting from the very top point, match your paper right along the center crease and fold. Repeat this step on the opposite 
side starting from the very top point folding your paper over (as if you were creating a paper airplane) Your first piece to 
your star is now complete!

Repeat the steps and begin folding the rest of the seven pieces of kite paper in the very same fashion. Soon you will have 
eight completed ‘points’ that will comprise your finished window star. With a glue stick, spread glue onto your paper follow-
ing the ‘white circles’ on the photo. Press the two papers together. Continue to glue each additional point, moving in a circle 
until your star is complete.

Supplies:

8 sheets of kite paper
glue stick or school glue



Pinwheel
Window Star

Align the individual square on a hard surface so that it looks like a diamond. Fold in half to make a crease in the middle and 
then unfold. Take the two side side triangle tips toward the middle crease and glue in place.

Fold the upper two sides in and down toward the center so they meet along the center crease. Glue in place. Next take the 
lower right edge of the point and fold it so that it lies along the center crease. Glue in place. Repeat these steps until you 
have completed all 8 points.

Supplies:

8 sheets of kite paper
glue stick or school glue



Square
Window Star

Step B: Fold the upper corners in and 
down toward the center crease (as if 
you were creating a paper airplane) 
and then unfold to create two new 
creases.

Step C: Fold the upper corners 
again, this time only toward the new 
creases made in Step B. Fold over one 
more time as shown in Step B.

Step G: Continue in this way around the circle until you have one point left. 
There should be just enough room for you to insert this point in place and 
complete the circle.

Supplies:

8 sheets of kite paper
glue stick or school glue

Step A: Start with one sheet of kite 
paper and fold it in half. Unfold it 
and your kite paper will now be back 
to the original square shape with 
a sharp crease going through the 
middle. 

Step D: Fold over one more time as 
shown. Glue the folds down.

Step E: Fold the bottom corners all 
the way to the center crease and glue 
down. Repease steps A-E utni you 
have all 8 points folded.

Step F: Assemble your star by 
aligning the lower left side of one 
point on the center crease of another 
point, with bottom corners touching. 
Glue where the white stars are in the 
picture above.


